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SUBJECT: NORTHERN EUROPE OPERATIONS OF USS CALIFORNIA 
REF: (A) THE HAGUE 4596; (B) USDAO THE HAGUE 0620 SEP 75 

1. SINCE WE HAD INFORMATION THAT NETHERLANDS 

DEFENSE COUNCIL IS SCHEDULED TO MEET SEPT 24, POLCOUNS CONTACTED 
MFA DIRECTOR OF NATO AFFAIRS VAN EEKELEN, WHO WILL REPRESENT MFA 
AT DEFENSE COUNCIL MEETING, IN FURTHER EFFORT TO SECURE 
FAVORABLE GON DECISION ON PROPOSED CALIFORNIA PORT VISIT. 

2. WE TOLD VAN EEKELEN: 

A. WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE VISIT TAKE PLACE AND WE UNDERSTOOD 
DEFENSE AND FOREIGN MINISTERS WERE ALSO OF THAT VIEW; 

B. WE VIEW NPW VISITS AS NO DIFFERENT THAN OTHER SHIP VISITS, 

WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT WE WERE READY TO MAKE STANDARD STATEMENT 
IN THE CASE OF THE FORMER; 

C. IT IS US POLICY OF LONG STANDING NOT TO MAKE BILATERAL AGREE- 
MENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL PORT VISITS; 
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D. WE HAD HEARD EARLIER THAT NETHERLANDS NAVY MIGHT STILL BE 
INTERESTED IN PURSUING SOME SORT OF BILATERAL AGREEMENT (IN 
EFFORT TO MAKE PORT VISIT NEXT MONTH POSSIBLE), BUT THAT NOW 
NAVY WAS THINKING ONLY IN TERMS OF STANDARD STATEMENT. 

E. WE UNDERSTOOD THIS ISSUE MIGHT COME UP AT MEETING OF 
DEFENSE COUNCIL SEPT 24; AND 

F. WE WANTED TO BE SURE THERE WAS NO MISUNDERSTANDING AS TO 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHCH WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO HAVE USS CALIFORNIA 
VISIT DUTCH PORT, ONDITIONS WHICH WERE CAREFULLY EXPLANED TO 
DUYVERMAN OF VAN SE KE LENS'S DIVISION ON SEPT 3 PURSUANT TO 
INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN STATE 207034. 

3. VAN EEKELEN CONFIRMED THAT FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MIMISTERS 
WERE ANXIOUS TO HAVE THE PORT VISIT TAKE PLACE AND EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR OUR CALL WHICH, HE SAID, WOULD HELP CLEAR UP 
MISUNDERSTANDING, IF ANY, ONTHE PART OF NETHERLANDS NAVY OFFI- 
CIALS. WE CONCLUDED COVERSATION BY SAYING HE HOPED PORT VISIT 
COULD BE WORKED OUT. 

GOULD 
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